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The aim of Fundamentals of Anaesthesia and Acute Medicine is to bring the reader up-to-date through authoritative reviews of the principal clinical topics involved in the biological sciences. The second edition of Cardiovascular Physiology covers the fundamentals of the topic in a comprehensive manner and provides a more recent update as knowledge has expanded in this field. The contents are unchanged from the first edition, with chapters on cardiac cellular physiology and metabolism, ventricular performance, various regional circulations and the physiology of the microcirculation, and a final chapter discusses the cardiovascular effects of various anaesthetic drugs.
Despite multiple internationally acclaimed authors from both sides of the Atlantic, this publication continues to be easy to read and the content and layout are good. Significant expansion and update of information has occurred in the chapters on ventricular performance, cardiac electrophysiology and coronary physiology. Illustrations are clear and easy to interpret. The references have been completely updated.
While covering the essentials of the topic, it is not a reference text. The series is aimed at both established practitioners and trainees in anaesthesia and intensive care. It would therefore continue to serve as a useful adjunct within a department's library as it provides more up-to-date information and references compared to more detailed texts.
T Professor Leo Booij edited as well as contributed to this 196 page volume in the Fundamentals of Anaesthesia and Acute Medicine series. As £30.00 translates at the moment to AUD$90, the price of this paperback is quite steep. Of eight chapters, three have a physiological bent, one can be classed as pharmacology and four are clinically directed. To cover physiology, pharmacology and clinical use of neuromuscular relaxants in a short text is a rather ambitious project which has almost succeeded. The chapter on pre-junctional mechanisms, by Prof. Bowman, is, as would be expected, lucid, up-to-date and readable as is the chapter on post-junctional mechanisms by Donati and Bevan. The chapter on central control is rather less clear or relevant as it deals more with neuromuscular activity than transmission, but the brief review of neuromuscular diseases is useful. The late Colin Shanks and Iqbal Ramzan of The University of Sydney discuss the pharmacology of the neuromuscular junction clearly but all too briefly. Bevan and Donati review suxamethonium without really discussing the confusing issues of its mode of action. They consider rapid-sequence induction as the only use for suxamethonium, while this elderly writer still believes in its usefulness for ECT and such brief procedures as reductions of joint dislocations. The remaining three chapters on clinical uses of relaxants, authored or co-authored by the editor are of a more appropriate length for adequate treatment of their topics than the first five. As in all multiple authored books, overlaps among the chapters are common but not obtrusive.
A book perhaps more useful for the examination candidate than the practising anaesthetist in the succinctness of much of its content. Anaesthesia for Obstetrics and Gynaecology is one of the titles in a series produced by the BMJ under the banner Fundamentals of Anaesthesia and Acute Medicine. The series aims to review principal clinical topics and emphasize recent developments.
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